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Government and Eeligion. The province
has a legislature consisting" of one chamber—
a house of assembly, and the executive au-
thority is vested in a Lieutenant-Governor,
appointed by the Governor-General of Cana-
da. For local administration the province
is divided into counties, and these are divided
into towns.
The inhabitants are largely of English,
Scotch and Irish descent. The Protestant
denominations, including Presbyterians, Bap-
tists, Episcopalians and Methodists all have
large followings. About one-third of the
inhabitants are communicants of the Roman
Catholic Church.
Cities. The chief city in the peninsula is
Halifax, the thirteenth city in size in the en-
tire Dominion, and the capital of the pro-
vince ; in the island the largest city is Sydney.
Other leading towns of the province are
Yarmouth and Pietou.
History, Nova Scotia was first visited by
the Cabots in 1497, but it was not colonized
by Europeans till 1604, when French settle-
ments were made at Port Eoyal, Saint Croix
and other places. Under the French, Nova
Scotia, with New Brunswick was known as
Acadia, or Acadie. The French colonists
were more than once almost entirely driven
out by the English. In 1654 Cromwell took
possession of the country, which remained
with the English till 1667, when it was ceded
to France; but in 1713 the country was again
ceded to England. In 1755 almost all the
French colonists were forced to leave the
country, owing to their hostility to the Eng-
lish, and on this historical event the poem
of Evmgelme was based. In 1763 the is-
land of Cape Breton was annexed to Nova
Scotia, but it was separated between 1784
and 1820. In 1784 New Brunswick was de-
tached. Halifax was Britain's most impor-
tant port in America during the War of 1812.
Responsible government was achieved in
1848, and the public school system was or-
ganized in 1864 In 1867 the province be-
came a member of the Dominion of Canada.
In 1910 all the province except Halifax was
made prohibition territory. In 1917 a ter-
rific explosion of a munitions sfcip in Halifax
 harbor killed over 1,200 people, injured about
4,000 and destroyed a large section of the
city.
Related   Articles.     Consult   the   following
titles for additional information:
Acadia	Grand Pre
Canada, Dominion of Halifax
Cape Breton Island Sydney
Evangeline	Yarmouth
ZEM'BLA, two large islands in
the Arctic Ocean, belonging to Russia and
lying north of the northeastern corner of
European Russia. The two are separated
from the mainland of Eussia by Kara Strait.
The total area of the two islands is about
35,150 square miles. The coasts swarm with
seals, fish and water fowl. The interior is
covered with stunted shrubs, short grass and
moss, and the animals include bears, wolves,
foxes, reindeer, ermines and other fur-bear-
ing animals. The islands are almost unin-
habited, but Russian hunters and fishers visit
them constantly.
WOV'EL, a form of prose narrative that
has enjoyed uninterrupted popularity for
about two centuries. Thousands of novels
are published every year, but there seems
to be no lessening of the popular taste for
them. While not all that leave the press
possess worth, the novel has been the favorite
form of writing of some of the greatest men
and women of literary history, and it must
be regarded as one of the most important
forms of literature.
What is a Novel? There are certain re-
quirements that distinguish this class of
fiction. While there is no definite limit as
to extent, it is generally agreed that the
novel is an extended narrative, distinguished
in this respect from the short story. A novel,
too, has a plot, though authors like Dickens
and Thackeray took great liberties with this
requirement. Their novels are so involved
and loosely constructed that it would be
difficult to summarize the story of any of
them briefly. Yet in each there is a con-
tinuous thread of narrative, even if many
other threads cross it and are themselves
interwoven.
The novel also presents types of char-
acter in a truthful way. It deals with people
as they are in everyday life, not as fairies
or gods. There is a type of fiction, called
the romance, in which the characters and
situations are so mysterious and unreal that
the story lacks the element of reality. * The
line between these two types is not always

